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LONESOME PINE SOIL AND WATER CONSERVATION DISTRICT

ANNUAL REPORT 2008-2009

The Directors of the Lonesome Pine Soil and Water Conservation District had a very productive and beneficial year for 2008-2009.  Many services were provided to individual cooperators, units of government, and businesses in Dickenson and Wise counties.  Since the two major priorities of the District were education and water quality, the majority of the activities centered on school children, clubs, and civic groups with subject matter relating to water quality and conservation.  District members have been leaders and directly involved with all activities.  Grants have made it possible for many projects to become realities.  We sincerely appreciate the support of the Commonwealth of Virginia, Department of Conservation and Recreation, Division of Soil and Water Conservation, Natural Resources Conservation Service,  Department of Environmental Quality, Office of Surface Mining, Virginia Department of Mines, Minerals and Energy,  Virginia Department of Forestry, Dickenson County Board of Supervisors, Wise County Board of Supervisors, and  The Phipps Foundation for the funding which made District operations and activities possible.

The Commonwealth of Virginia supports the Lonesome Pine Soil and Water Conservation District through financial and administrative assistance provided by the Department of Conservation and Recreation.

Following are some highlights of the activities accomplished by the district during the past year.

DISTRICT OPERATIONS


The Lonesome Pine SWCD began planning for the year by reviewing the strategic plan and developing an Annual Plan of Work for 2008-2009.  Objectives and priorities were defined and strategically planned for accomplishing the goals set by the District.  The District submitted a grant agreement for BMP money to accomplish water quality goals.  


District members supported the Area, State and National SWCD Associations through meeting attendance and financial support.  The Annual Report was prepared.  District has a web page http://lpswcd.org/ 

WATER QUALITY


Since water quality is one of the district’s main priorities, many of the 2008-2009 activities related to projects for improving water quality in our streams and rivers.  


A stream assessment program was established to evaluate streams within the District.  Stream monitoring was conducted under the Save Our Streams and Kentucky Water Watch programs.  The district is working with the Pound River Watershed Coalition and Big Sandy River Basin Coalition.   We also provide technical and administrative assistance to the McClure River Restoration Project and the Guest River Restoration Project.

GUEST RIVER RESTORATION PROJECT

The Guest River Restoration Project was formed in 1995 by an informal alliance of agency representatives and local citizens who were concerned about the state of the Guest River waterways in Wise County, VA. The project has seen a myriad of successes, even receiving national recognition for their efforts. Today the project continues to implement water quality improvement projects in an effort to establish a healthier and more recreational friendly waterway. 


During the 2008-2009 fiscal year Claire Donley, the Guest River Restoration Project OSM/VISTA, organized and administered multiple projects.

· The OSM/VISTA created and implemented a new fundraising/awareness campaign: Guardians of the Guest. A program designed to increase water quality awareness in the Guest River Watershed, and give local landowners and businesses an opportunity to financially sponsor river miles. Donations raised from this program will be used for stream restoration and outreach projects.

· The GRRP partnered with the Wise County Litter Control Department and Keep Wise County Beautiful to organize a two day stream cleanup in the Guest River Watershed along Clear Creek and Bear Creek. The GRRP OSM/VISTA coordinated this event and submitted a press release to encourage volunteer participation. Thirty eight volunteers collected 3,500 pounds of trash from 5 stream miles! 

· The OSM/VISTA organized a Landowner Assistants Workshop for landowners in the Guest River Watershed to learn about the importance of implementing best management practices and riparian buffers on agriculture lands and to hear about government sponsored cost share programs available to help with property improvements.

· The OSM/VISTA assisted the Upper Tennessee River Roundtable with managing a rain garden construction project at Coeburn High School. The OSM/VISTA organized a rain garden planting day for students and educated the student volunteers about storm water runoff and pollution.

· The OSM/VISTA partnered with the Wise County Health Department to complete a septic system survey of the Crab Orchard community in order to locate failing septic tanks and distribute information to homeowners about the importance of picking up pet waste. 

· The OSM/VISTA organized two storm drain stenciling events to raise knowledge about storm water runoff. Thirty high school students from Coeburn and Wise stenciled over fifty storm drains throughout both communities. 

· The OSM/VISTA partnered with the Department of Mines Minerals & Energy, the Appalachian Coal Country Watershed Team and the Appalachian Regional Reforestation Initiative to organize a tree planting project. Thirty five volunteers planted 2,500 trees on two acres of reclaimed gob pile land in the Crane’s Nest community, north of Coeburn. 

· The OSM/VISTA coordinated a Guest River Group reunion for group members to meet and discuss the future of the project.

· The OSM/VISTA participated in a multitude of environmental education presentations, demonstrating and explaining the Enviroscape, collecting macroinvertebrate and testing local water quality with over 500 Wise County students.

· The OSM/VISTA took the lead in organizing a Canoe the Clinch event for AmeriCorps week. The Southwest Virginia VISTA's partner on this event in order to increase awareness and showcase projects completed by ACCWT OSM/VISTA’s serving in the area. Seventeen community members canoed eight miles of the Clinch River.

· The OSM/VISTA coordinated two Virginia Save Our Streams training sessions in order for community members to become certified volunteer water monitors and assist with water monitoring efforts in the Guest River. Nine community members attend the trainings and became certified in macroinvertebrates identification.

· The OSM/VISTA researched and applied for two grant applications, Virginia Naturally and Blue Water Project. Money received from these grants would be used to purchase water monitoring equipment (multiprobe Hydrolab) and assist with water quality improvement projects in the watershed. Grant monies applied for totaled $9,000.

BIG SANDY RIVER BASIN COALITION

The Big Sandy River Basin Coalition was originally formed in 1999 when 130 people from Kentucky, Virginia and West Virginia attended the first tri-state conference.  In 2001 bylaws were approved and the first officers elected. One of the first projects the newly organized coalition approved was a clean-up day for the area where the three states meet near Wharncliffe, WV.

In the fall of 2002, the coalition invited members of the US Congress, state legislators, and local government officials to a special meeting.  Thirty-five people attended this meeting with a strong showing by legislative staffers. Those in attendance gave approval to pursue an interstate agreement to accomplish water quality goals.  Statement of Principles between the three states was successfully accomplished on October 25, 2007.
In eight years, the Coalition has accomplished many improvements to water quality.  A tri-state litter clean-up was organized and support has been given to each locality for their efforts to clean up illegal trash dump sites and pursue enforcement actions.  The Coalition was the first tributary watershed group to develop a formal working relationship with Ohio River Valley Water Sanitation Commission (ORSANCO).

The Coalition is working on funding to hire a part time coordinator to write grants which address Water Quality issues.
McCLURE RIVER RESTORATION PROJECT

The McClure River Restoration Project (MRRP) is a local citizens group with a mission to improve the health of the McClure River and its surrounding communities.    Started in 2001, the MRRP continues to work for clean water and healthy communities within the McClure River Watershed.  For fiscal year 2008 the project received $10,000 from the Dickenson County Board of Supervisors to support the VISTA watershed development coordinator position, as well as to support water quality improvements and educational outreach efforts.  Over the past year the MRRP partnered with many agencies and organizations in order to carry out a variety of projects, mostly focused on reducing bacterial contamination and educating the public about water quality.   This past year’s major initiatives included: 
Chris Dexter, OSM/VISTA volunteer, wrote and received a grant from the Holston River Soil and Water Conservation District to spearhead a Rain Barrel Workshop.  Rain Barrels help to conserve household water by catching water off roofs. 

Twenty barrels were donated to the McClure River Restoration Project from C&J Gas Fill Services.  Rain Barrel parts were ordered through the Upper Tennessee Regional Roundtable.  The workshop was a huge success with nearly 30 participants.  The workshop was held at the Binn’s Counts Community Center in Stratton, VA.

Save our Streams training was hosted by Tony Pane with the Department of Conservation and Recreation.  It focused on benthic macroinvertebrate sampling to determine relative water quality.  I thought it was a great success with a good turnout both of high school students and VISTA volunteers.  

Guest River Gorge Cleanup is an annual cleanup planned held by the Wise County Litter Control and the Guest River Restoration Project.  Members from the Lonesome Pine Soil and Water Conservation District were present as well as various other non-profits.

One of the MRRP’s major initiatives is its bacterial monitoring program, which is part of Virginia’s Citizen Monitoring Program.  The MRRP’s sampling protocol and lab is approved by the Virginia Department of Environmental Quality and the monthly bacterial data is used by the state to determine stream health.   The MRRP collects approximately 20 samples/month.    
Total in-kind contributions received between July 2008 and July 2009 was $90,925.  The majority of these contributions were from the Lonesome Pine SWCD in the form of office space, office materials, and supervisory time.  Other agencies and organizations such as the USDA-NRCS also contributed expertise and materials toward the project.

Due to the support of individuals, agencies, and organizations the MRRP has accomplished a great deal.  
Water Monitoring and Water Quality Improvement
· This ongoing bacteria monitoring in partnership with the Department of Environmental Quality involves monitoring sites along the McClure River and recording any E.Coli and fecal coli form data.  A simple incubation is used to process the raw samples and a black light determines the sample’s bacterial contents.  The data is reviewed, recorded and submitted as Level III Data to the DEQ.

With continued support from partners and the amazing efforts of volunteers, the MRRP looks forward to even more achievements in the coming year.
FRIENDS OF THE RUSSELL FORK

Chris Eberly, OSM Vista for Friends of the Russell Fork, started in April 2008 and opened an office in the former home economics cottage of Haysi High School.  The Friends of the Russell Fork (FORF) first official event was held in April 2008, with a clean up of the riverbank in Haysi partnering with Dickenson County Litter Control, Haysi High School Students, and community volunteers.  As a core part of the group’s activities, environmental educational programs were organized for Dickenson County students.  The group made classroom presentations at different grad levels to explain the work of the FORF and demonstrate various water monitoring techniques being used.  Took classes to the creek for benthic macroinvertebrate monitoring, which is probably the most popular activity among students.  

The FORF group had two local interns, who helped put the wastewater treatment program into motion, and helped establish many of the monitoring sites being used to sample today.  The interns continue to be active with the group.

The FORF group held an environmental education day for all 4th and 5th grade students at Sandlick Elementary School.  Area professionals and volunteers staffed 6 stations outdoors on the school grounds, and students spent about  half hour at each station.   
The FORF participated with a day of service for Martin Luther King Day  Hosted a session with students at Sandlick Elementary about the history and the value of trees.  The American Chestnut Foundation gave materials for the presentations, including brochures, stickers, a trunk segment, a twig with leaves, and a Petri dish containing blight fungus.  In February 2009, hosted a seminar on Appalachian reforestation and the American chestnut attended by 200 high school students.  In March 2009, partnered with the Appalachian Regional Reforestation Initiative to plant 1900 hardwood seedlings on 2 acres of abandoned mine land at Splashdam.  This was the FORF’s largest undertaking of the year and its most tangible accomplishment.  The planning took many weeks and could not have been done without the help of Patrick Angel, Craig Kaderavek, Jon Lawson, Adam Cumpston and Chris Owens.  The FORF, as a follow-up to the tree-planting, and as a way of involving younger students in the reforestation effort, conducted an earthworm project for county 7th grade students.  Visited 7 classrooms at Sandlick, Ervinton and Longs Fork elementary schools; had each class prepare a bin of earthworms, and taught the students how to look after them.  In April, after caring for the worms for several weeks, about 120 students took a field trip to Splashdam to insert the worms into the soil around the tree seedlings.  While on site they also attended talks on ecology, geology and forestry.  

Water monitoring has been a primary focus all year and a sampling program has been undertaken that is useful to the community, schools and the VA Department of Environmental Quality.  Over the course of the year 20 permanent sampling sites were established  between Hays and Breaks Village.  Since the summer of 2008 each site has been sampled and tested for E. coli bacteria.  In the fall of 208, the Virginia Department of Environmental Quality funded a grant request of $700 for water monitoring supplies in 2009.  Each month in 2009 required uploads of sampling results are sent to DEQ’s online citizen monitoring database, and in early 2010 will a grant report must be filed with DEQ.  In addition to the 5 sites around Haysi partnered with the McClure River Restoration Project and its certified laboratory.

The Friends of the Russell Fork are working on the Haysi-Breaks Hiking/Biking Trail and it is a special priority for the group.   The trail holds a long time involvement and importance for recreational tourism and economic development in Dickenson County.    
Lonesome Pine Soil and Water Conservation District Environmental Education Program

Conservation education is the main priority of the Lonesome Pine District.  The district has established an adult and youth education agenda to reach the public in Wise and Dickenson counties.  The Lonesome Pine SWCD was awarded an OSM VISTA, Summer Associate for eight weeks.  Their primary goal was to work with the district on educational activities and public relations.  Educational activities of 2008-09 include the following:

· Set up district trailer and displays at Dickenson County Fair and participated in kid’s day activities.

· Participated in the 1st Sandlick Elementary Environmental Awareness Day.

· Assisted other SWCD offices with the Ground Water Festival.

· Participated with the Friends of the Russell Fork and Dickenson County Schools on the Splashdam tree planting and earthworm activities.

· Coordinated workshops and training for Envirothon teams.

· Coordinated District Envirothon competition with four teams from district competing.

· Assisted with the completion of the “Soils Tunnel” display.

·  Assisted with the Enviro-Fair at Coeburn Elementary School.

· Assisted with Area IV Envirothon

·  Co-sponsored Clintwood FFA Team to state Envirothon competition.
· Assisted with Clintwood FFA school fair, setup and judging.
· Assisted at Clear Creek education days for the City of Norton.

· Soil Stewardship Week was observed by distributing stewardship materials.

· Assisted with Pound Lake Cleanup

· Assisted with ORSANCO’s Ohio River Sweep 

BMP COST SHARE PROGRAM

The Lonesome Pine SWCD funded for 75% cost-share on 11 BMP projects for the 2009 program year.  There were 9 SL-6 (Grazing Land Protection) projects, 1 SL-11 (Critical Area Treatment), and 1 WP-4 (Animal Waste Control Facility).  These projects will result in over 20,000 feet of fencing and over 13,000 feet of pipeline being installed in Wise and Dickenson Counties.  The District was also able to allocate 100% of the $100,082.21 in funding provided by the Department of Conservation and Recreation for the 2009 program year. 
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